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FOREST MYSTERY.

By Cluristine I, Carpester.

Desliing to be a'one with har thoughts, the
furmer hastened to her boudowr, “Twas a lovely
room, bung with ross hued sk drapery, sl vied
with white; the carpet was nich, aud of coe soft
ast velver, fiingss of mosses depeucet from the
gerpeons festoons upon its whie pron: d, in‘er-

laced with boesomicg vines; the furcicare
was of lght s, fancfuly made, 80
pecaliar to the S/u'l An  lwian lan 1=

cape, vivid and besutiful in  coonog, aa
exquisi‘e head of the Madonza, Lid several
other gems liced tha walia,  whils upoa the
mantle was & satueof the qusn f lowers, in
the parst Parian marb e; & rosawod work-
stand was is froot of the gil-fremed mireor,
eovered with plecss o° need sw k. f om stnong

whose f'ds peeped & hoaque of blash roses,
aud dewy green leaves bardeaing the air with
their exquisl e parfame ; near toem lay & mio-
sture goid thimble, wiih an 1vury ueed scwse, o'c,

Tue whole was well suited 1o toe refined tas:e
of the owner, Toe you g girl threw harsell
upon the ylelaing loange, ané reiapsed into s
sate of prefound meduation, from which she

the next moment Mrs semson entarel

‘‘Jennje, are you not weil this morntag?” she
asked, observing the other's abstraciion,

Virgioia colored, as she replied:

“Perfoctly well, mother, but & little list.
Jees.”

“[ think I can discover something beside that
in my Jennie's manner; your mother's obsery-
ing eys, my daughter, reads in tnose flushing
chesks and downcast eyes, that somsthing
more thau usual has disturved your eqaanimity
this morning. Will you not maiks me your
eonfidant? 1t surely is not sadness, yet it does
not leok ke you.” And the fond parent seated
herself beside ber child, and passed her arm
around the slender waist, woile her soft browan
oyes rested mudly upon ber face.

In & few momeuts, with sver.ed countenanes,
Virginia related the promise rlie had that morn-
ing given Hury,

Mre. Remron’s clasp tightened ronnd her walst
as she ocnc'uded, and for & sdort in erval she did
not speak, but ¢ vered her face wich hor disen-
gsged hacd,

Who can tell what was passing in that mo-
thar's heart? The (ime had comes, when she
must relinquish to anvtber's kesping the ) »er
she had so cwefully choristal! O ner arms
wou'd embrace ber, wn thor ba dearar, another
Leart plan for her ha ploess, sud oh! woald he
sacredly guard bor frow unbiappions), us she Lt
done? would be prove true tu his trust, Thois,
and far far ore rusied tZiough the m od of Mrs
Bomsoo, wiule she ful. toaw on re was none to
whom nbe would more wililgg'v wive Hor troas-
ure, none whom she would aurs jayfally secspl
a2 & 00u than liarry Crawiffs ; out ob ! che sso
rifice 80 wounded the mo oe's hears.  She did
Dol ex pose her coun snsues (o ber ch d's vy
unti! Virglaly, astoniehel a* her .o 1 slleace,
ashed,

* Does It not meet your aproval, mothgr 2

“ My sweet child, | co wro g to thus keed
you in suspsnss, Harry is worine of you, he
Is poble, geaersus, brave, sud iovivg, and nas
long sises gained from your fatier's Lips & cons
sent £ win you, but 1a re essiag you L) his care,
l_ must lose you.” :

‘Notso, my motber, [ wili 8il lose y(‘\l.l
dearly a8 ever, The wiestion | en‘er ain for
Harry tever oan ehangs 1hat whica 1 fesl fur
you, It 1s dwtinet from my 1o ue 1ies, Lue moth
oF, if you caanot pact from e

I wpil Lissomch
nll'l', to'rel sase s from tue promee, sl re
EALL ever Lesr you,'

“Do younot live bim suflicine y lhon to

give up your bhowe sssuciativue,’
Brs. Kemson,

‘I love him with all the depth and fury
my beart, but 'tis to you [ o we a dsbit | novar
can repay; to you lowe filisl obedicn s, and |
will abide by your decision,”

‘Do not doam me so selfish, my danghter, as
to wish to crash your young atf cion, and bind
you to myself. 'Tis iy desrest wisa t ses you
happy in the futurs, aud my pref was occasion-
od by the thought ~woud you be kived as you
are now."”

‘' Mother, kindest of parents, surely you do
not deubt Harry's love 7

lll bmt (AL

“'Then be assured, in bexomiag hu wifs, in
sharlng his joys and soo bing his surraws, |
shall be contented, priu Hy, Jitaly bappy, 1
can wish no higher fu'e.’

‘God gramt you may neyer ragral  your
choios, and may you be a3 happy as o wife as |
have been, blest with loving hsaris and avery
comfort that makes life swest | And, silenly
lnvoking a blessing upon ber haal, she presssi
ber lips to the damask chesk and retired from
the room,

usstione

CIAPIER XVIL

THE COLONEL'S LOVE., A FLEA FOR JULLA,
THE TEERIGLE DISCOVERY,
" oald, Leas f
We ":ou::\m :m:wam’-
Edel Courahdi],
N = I-m u‘::n‘:‘:;l:’lh world,
Masbeth,
'Twas the vight before the day, upon which
Julis Cranliffe, was 10 pertonate for a time, &
ﬁbllh“-‘ Harry were ia their room
ot lhe fnn, the former lighting bis “‘weed,” the
latter pacing up and down, bumming aa old
0og.

] asy, Haery, when have you concluded to
*&mnodmhhw'

others!
lesa raillery, cheerfully, l'mdly. not even hinfing,

ur of

hashand, blest with the dwestest §

he ge zed earnestly nto his facs,

The Colopel wiped the tears from his eyes,
eansed, ho said, by the smoke of his efgar (doub'-
ful ') and afie coughing to clear his throat, re-
mathed :

«Harry, you are tight, there is anotber cause.
Ehe, to whom my heart's best affec'ions were
given, now aleops in the grave, I never can love
arother, while her wemory s present to me,
Consumption blighted ber fair form, and harried
her to an untimely tomb. Sbe was & fragile,
New England flower, | met pome twenty ?ears
ago in the South, whither she had come to reno-
vate her failing health, but alas! the very day
Fer lipa acknowledged her love for me, she grew
worse, and in one short wesk, the nolsome tomb
waited to rescive all thiat was mortal, of Eula
G-avesncr. Bahold her ministure,” he contin-
ued, drawing & small velvet case from his bosom,
and placing it in Harry's outatretched hanl, and
then vvercome with emoticn, e retrsated into
the adjoinivg spartment, Harry touched the
spring, and the care flew open, before him was &
face 8o (elicatles, so etherial, that he staried, ex-
pecting to ses it melt into sir. The eyes were
largs, Lrown, sod full, from whoee depths rose a
soulful expressior, telling of the innave purity
of mird, the halr was sofi, ard wavy, falling
over the shoulders like clonds of auburn, the
mouth exquisitely small, and beautiful; she
looked 100 spiritusl'e, too sugelic for earth,
Harry wondered not at bis filend's grief, at
losing such a being, he wondered not at hm never
marrying, with the face of the spirit bride before
him,

When the Colonel sgein entared the room, he
foond him still absorbed Lo gazing upon the pie-
ture, be !ocked up as be heard Pas'iug's step,
and closing the case returned it to bim, exclaim -
ing in tones of heartfalt sympathy :

“Culonel, forgive my thoughtless railllery ! 1
rnew not till naw, how ennobled, how unselfish,
how sacrificing was your disposition, | am but
too beppy in owning such & friend ! Daring all
there yoars, you bave passed through society,
burying your grief so deep in your own breast,
that none suspected it, hiding your own sorrow,
#0 that you might mot mar the enjoyment of
Suffering in secret ; borne my sense-

upon your blasted hopes. Once more, I sue

forgiveness, 'tis no disgrace to seek it, at so noble
waa awakenod by & ght tap upou tte door, and | 4

shrine,"

The Colonel extendad his band, and took Har-
ry's cordially within his owr, murmuring.

*'Twas not your fault, Harry! You should
have known this loog ago, bat 1 thought it best
kept in my own bosom, that it might not check
your oany flow of fesling, or cause you useless
sorrow. (One consolation I have, that though I

hum-drum lifs I lead gives me the biues. In one
projeet 1 have bsan fuiled, but 1 muy yet suc-
osed, If Harry Cranliffs could have died before
Julia's deceass, [ would be tempted to sell my-
solf to the arch fiend, if T wero not his already.”
He laughed mockingly, and it sesmed to be
reprated In his ear, he looked triumphantly
around the room, but no one was there —he was
alone.

To be Continued.
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ould have guarded her as a priceless tr
Iaid down life for her, ahe was too frail, too bdy,
for earth—human devotion esald not suffice, and
God called her to himself, to spare har gentle
rpirit worldly care. She is an angsl, and often
when I gaze upon the starlit sky at eventide, I
single out ons particalar one, more raciant than
the rest, and think the dwells there, looking
down upon the loved ones she left upon this
lower sphere.

Harry felt tho tears gush to his eyes, and he
deeted them 1.0 shame to his manhood, thay
were tears of honest sy mpathy, and the prayer
that escaped his trembling lips, was, that the
earthly rose be had won, might Le s;ared to
b'ess him with her love many years, ere she was
cal'ed to o wore colestial home,

No fariber conversetion ensued between the
two fiiends, until the clock struck niue, when
the U'olene! arcse and exclaimed.

“fariy, had you forgotten our sgreoment
with George 2"

Valmost,” rejuined be, “Lut now that you
bave remind « me of it, we will hasten, and be
off to the trysting place”

A few moments more, and they were in the
saddle, canterlr g down the road,

George wes a! the central ciump befors them ,
and, as they Crew rein after their journey atep-
pod frowm the shadow of the furest to greet them;
wfier they had dismounted and the ususl saluta-
tions were over, Harry ejsculated, ‘‘deorgs, |
am most asxjony ‘o Lear wlst staps ara to be
taken o an affalr 80 e mentous to us all. Julis
is towed Bradfoid to- worrow 1

i 8he wil never do it]” was the startiing d»-
c'aration from the other's lips. **Lis en! my se-
shons shall be secret from two such tried frisnds
pe looger, Jalis did not awid Bradford Qo
his attempt to wurder we, Iu ber yourh he won
her luve, but cust it ance, snd sha was foresd
nokuo wn to me, to becoge my bridge, shs wie

vot truly fa'se to me, as I surmived, but de
ceived e for the purpose of ieading himto ruln.
He committed the deod, she kne ¥ hiw to ba the
miurderer, hat wisusd st further to en rap himg
A short time sices she Lo rayed him to Me,
Brown, the sitorney I myself, kiow-
ing I bad sufficest provfs of nis  guilt,

wendod my way thithor, somo nights ag, aond
loarved the fact. 1 gave the lawyor damning
proofs of his crime; he will be arresiod when
about to take upon Liviself ihe vows of & Lis-
bavd. Julis bad intended thus to fool Lim. She
as yot knows not that I was alive; I shall nom
appear until the last moment to counfrent the
villain,"”

* Lioes sha know aught of the slave " queried
the Colonel, after the other had gouciuded this
briof reciial.

“Lf sl doos slis has betrayed her knowledge
to no one, consequently I think she d-es no.”
“Then there 15 anoiher surprise for ber

George [ am glad she s no. s0 guilty s we
imagined,” said harry.
“And 80 am 1!" ejsculated the Colonal. *‘For

woman's heart sbould never harbor crime to so
fuarful an extent. A woman should b the
gentiest, most virtuous of God's creaturcs, but
ala:! this is not always the cass,’

'S8he msy no be 8o gality in one raspect,”
replied George; “*bu’ she cherlshad a desire for
revengs, which was awful in ita powers, She
posser ses & boart in which too many uanruly pas-
slous hiold their sway; she must be controlled by
means which at once swe and afteignt her, '[is
sad to know that ons who should be the consol -
er, the comforter of man, becomes the demon
who leads him to destructior; but Jalle's mind
might not have been so corrupted in her early
days, before she suffered her bitter disappoint-
ment, Revenge! that is what has eaten up
every good trali.® And ss be concluded, be
W Mﬂﬂy.

“WGeorge,” asked Pealing, ‘‘how Ia Bradford to
be arrested ?"

My, Brown and Julis had arranged that the
former should be upon the spot, with sufficlent
men to seize him, before he had the least clue
" lL”

'What was Beadford's reason for wishing te
marry ber "

“To get the property. 'Twas for this he
would have murdered you, Harry, that he ﬂﬁ

Belon Bradford bid Julle Cranliffe good might,
for the laat time be asserted In that mams, and
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